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RECORD OF DECISION
OPERABLE UNITS 1,2 AND 3
ATLANTIC WOOD INDUSTRIES, INC. SUPERFUND SITE

DECLARATION

1. SITE NAME AND LOCATION

Atlantic Wood Industries, Inc. Superfund Site
Portsmouth, Virginia
CERCLIS ID # VAD990710410

2. STATEMENT OF BASIS AND PURPOSE

This decision document (hereinafter known as the 2007 Record of Decision or 2007 ROD)
presents the amended selected remedial action for Operable Unit 1 (a Record of Decision was
issued for Operable Unit 1 in 1995) and the selected remedial action for Operable Units 2 and 3
(collectively, “the selected remedial action” or “the remedial action” or “the selected remedy™) at
the Atlantic Wood Industries, Inc. Superfund Site (site) located in Portsmouth, Virginia. This
remedial action was chosen in accordance with the requirements of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as amended,
and, to the extent practicable, the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency
Plan (NCP), 40 C.F.R. Part 300. This decision document explains the factual and legal basis for
selecting the remedial action for the three operable units at this site. The information supporting
this decision is contained in the Administrative Record for this site.

The Virginia Department of the Environmental Quality (VADEQ), the support agency for this
site, has reviewed the Record of Decision and concurs with the selected remedy, although with
some reservation.

3. ASSESSMENT OF THE SITE

Pursuant to duly delegated authority, I hereby determine, pursuant to Section 106 of CERCLA,
42 U.S.C. § 9606, that actual or threatened releases of hazardous substances from this site, if not
addressed by implementing the response action selected in this 2007 Record of Decision, may
present an imminent and substantial endangerment to public health, welfare, or the environment.

4. DESCRIPTION OF THE REMEDY

EPA’s selected remedy described in this 2007 Record of Decision addresses risks to human
health and the environment from the three operable units (OUs) at the site. OU1 includes the
soil and dense non-aqueous phase liquid (DNAPL) contamination mainly found at the Atlantic
Wood Industries (AWI) property; OU2 includes contaminated ground water resulting from
operations and/or activities at the AWI property; and OU3 includes sediments in the Southern
Branch of the Elizabeth River contaminated from activities at the AWI property and any
commingled or adjacent sediments that are contaminated to such an extent as to present a
substantial threat of recontaminating the remediation area.
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The estimated cost of the selected remedy is $44.9 million. The main components of the
selected remedy include:

n Installation of a sealed sheet pile off-shore wall(s) in the Southern Branch of the
Elizabeth River to prevent DNAPL migration to the river and to create a consolidation
area(s) mainly for dredged sediment

u Dredging where river sediments have contamination greater than 100 parts per million
(ppm) of total polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (tPAHs) with consolidation of dredged
sediment mainly behind the sheet pile wall (creating new land)

n Enhanced monitored natural recovery (MNR) of remaining sediments with tPAH
concentrations between 45 and 100 ppm

n Excavation of DNAPL hot spbts found on the west side of the AWI property with
consolidation on the east side behind the sheet pile wall

n Treatment of contaminated sediments consolidated immediately behind the sheet pile
wall
u A soil cover over the areas of contaminated soil, including land created by the

consolidation of sediments

u Monitored natural attenuation (MNA) of ground water

u Creation of wetlands to replace lost wetlands due to sediment consolidation
u Operations and maintenance activities

n Institutional Controls (ICs)

S. ROD DATA CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST

The following information is included in the Decision Summary of this ROD. Additional
information can be found in the Administrative Record for this site.

ROD Data Certification Checklist

Information Location/Page Number

Chemicals of concern and respective concentrations Section 7.1.1 Page 38
Section 7.1.4 Page 40

Table 3 Page 42

Table 4 Page 46

Figures 5,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12,
13,14, 15,16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
21, 22, and 31 in Appendix A
Appendices C and F
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ROD Data Certification Checklist

Information Location/Page Number
Baseline risk Section 7 Page 36
Table 2 Page 38
Table 3 Page 42
Table 4 Page 46
Table 5 Page 48
Table 6 in Appendix B
Appendices C,D,E,F,and G
Cleanup levels and the basis for these levels Section 8 Page 55
Section 11.2.3 Page 89
Section 11.2.4 Page 92

Section 11.2.7 Page 94
Section 11.2.10 Page 96
Section 11.2.13.2 Page 98
Section 11.2.14 Page 99

Table 7 in Appendix B
How source materials constituting principal threats are Section 9.2.4 Page 65
addressed Section 10 Page 72
Section 11.1 Page 85
Section 11.2.3 Page 89
Section 11.2.7 Page 94
Section 11.2.8 Page 95
Section 11.2.10 Page 96
Section 11.2.14 Page 99

Section 11.2.16  Page 101
Figures 25, 29, 30, and 31 in

Appendix A
Current and reasonably-anticipated future site use Section 6 Page 35
assumptions and potential future beneficial uses of ground | Section 8.2.2 Page 57
water used in the baseline risk assessments and the ROD Table 2 Page 38
Potential future site and ground water use that will be Section 6 Page 35
available at the site as a result of the selected remedy Section 8.2 Page 56

Section 11.1 Page 85

Section 11.4 Page 105
Estimated capital, annual operation and maintenance, and Section 11.3 Page 105

total present worth costs, discount rate, and the number of | Table 8 in Appendix B
years over which the remedy cost estimates are projected ’

Key factors that led to selecting the remedy Section 10 Page 72
Section 11.1 Page 85

6. STATUTORY DETERMINATIONS

The selected remedial action is protective of human health and the environment, complies with
federal and state requirements that are legally applicable or relevant and appropriate to the
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remedial action, is cost-effective, and utilizes permanent solutions and alternative treatment (or
resource recovery) technologies to the maximum extent practicable.

This remedy does not satisfy the statutory preference for treatment as a principal element of the
remedy (i.e., reduces the toxicity, mobility, or volume of hazardous substances, pollutants, or
contaminants as a principal element through treatment). While the selected remedy does require
treatment and some principal threat waste will be treated, most of the principal threat waste

(i.e., the DNAPL) will not be treated. After giving careful consideration of a range of remedial
alternatives and the site characteristics both before and after implementation, EPA has
determined that it is not appropriate at this site to meet the statutory preference for treatment as a
principal element.

Because this remedial action will result in hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants
remaining on-site above levels that allow for unlimited use and unrestricted exposure, a review
will be conducted within five years of the initiation of remedial action, and every five years

thereafter, to ensure that the remedy is, or will be, protective of human health and the
environment.

7. AUTHORIZING SIGNATURE

,/ém%/zﬂ /ﬁ/ z /2 /37 fe7
James J. ke, Difector Date
HMSIitC ea{u(;) Division

EPA Region 3
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